Joy Rhea Slatton
February 20, 1932 - December 14, 2019

Joy Rhea Morrow Slatton passed away on December 14, 2019, in Hot Springs, Arkansas
surrounded by her family. Joy Rhea was born in Prescott, Arkansas on February 20, 1932
to her late parents Thomas W. Morrow and Mary Alma Harris. Joy Rhea is preceded in
death by her parents, two brothers- Hubert Morrow and Herbert Morrow, 6 sisters- Marie
Montgomery, Thelma Lloyd, Birdie Morrow, Evelyn Latch, Clarice Theobolt, and Carolyn
Palmer, and two son-in-laws Jimmy Stone and Clifford Martin. Joy Rhea is survived by her
husband of 70 years Lyman Slatton, their four children- Oscar Slatton, Peggy Stone, Matt
Slatton and wife Terrie, and Kay Martin, nine grandchildren- Shannon Schwartz and
husband Dave, Luke Slatton and wife Brianne, Kala Campbell and husband Josh, Jessica
Grimsley and husband Craig, Ashley Brown and husband Matt, Casey Martin, John
Slatton and wife Tara, Kolby Slatton, and Shasta Robbins and husband Everett, 14 great
grandchildren- Rhealee Campbell, Jack Schwartz, Camryn Grimsley, Alak Campbell,
Evelyn Schwartz, Matthew Slatton, Braxton Brown, Gage Gibbons, Gabriel Slatton,
Marjorie Grimsley, Oliver Grimsley, Ruby Grimsley, Nathan Slatton, and McKenzie
Robbins. Joy Rhea also leaves behind many special nephews, nieces, family, and friends.
In 1949, Joy Rhea married a boy named Lyman that she met at a church singing. She
moved from her parent’s farm in Pleasant Hill to some land near the Blue Mailbox where
she would spend the next 70 years. She had four children in a five year span and settled
to become a resourceful farm wife, even working sometimes as a teacher’s aide at Delight
Public Schools. She was an amazing cook with a gift for hospitality. She was always ready
to add another plate to her table. Everyone was welcome and they never left hungry or
empty-handed. She was a talented seamstress. Joy Rhea was quick to share her
knowledge with her family. She loved to tell stories of times past and was truly a wealth of
knowledge. She loved making jewelry and sharing it with family and friends. She also
enjoyed reading, journaling, scrapbooking, gardening, playing games, and working
puzzles of all kinds. She never missed an episode of Wheel of fortune. She was her
husband’s number one travel buddy. They loved to take road trips to see the Razorbacks
play, watch their children and grandchildren play, and in retirement, see their racehorses
run. Wherever she would go, she was always glad to be back “on her hill.” Joy Rhea was

a member of the Delight church of Christ. Above all else, she loved the Lord, and she
spent a lifetime of example for all that knew her. She was a true lady of beauty and grace.
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Comments

“

Kay and Family- I was so very sorry to hear of your Mom’s passing. She sent and
wrote me long letters in a Christmas card every year updating me on her and the
family. She was always so loving and kind to me as a teen and as an adult. She
welcomed my husband and I to her home when we were in town. Even attended and
surprised her and Kay at church one Sunday several years ago. I loved her and she
made that so easy. She is now where she had always talked about going one day
and lived that truth daily in her words and actions. I admired her so very much and I
am so sorry for your loss as a Mother is always a void that will never be filled.

Carolyn (Jester) Bennett - January 17 at 08:03 PM

“

Aunt Joy Rhea was such a wonderful woman. Always a big smile and full of hugs. I
grew up spending so much time with y’all. Mother would get so mad at me because I
would eat aunt Joy Rheas turnip greens and wouldn’t eat them at home. So many
good memories going up with her. She will be missed by so many. Thought and
prayers for all of you.

Kathy Bolls - December 19, 2019 at 06:47 AM

“

Mrs. Joy Rhea was a godly woman that set an example for all the women in the
church. She will be missed greatly. I loved her smile and she loved all other grand
kids

Jeanie Stone - December 18, 2019 at 09:29 PM

“

I was so bless to be raised next door to Joy Rhea and Pop. She was another mother
to me. When my mama died in 2017 she took over and became my mama. We
talked weekly and now I am just lost again. Such good memories. I love all of you!

Melanie Smith Jordan - December 18, 2019 at 08:17 PM

“

Joy Rhea was a wonderful person. I have fond memories of her at church when I
visited my Grandmother Watson. Our family sends our deepest sympathies and
prayers.
Shannon Watson Brown

Shannon Watson Brown - December 18, 2019 at 07:27 PM

“

Belinda Broyles lit a candle in memory of Joy Rhea Slatton

Belinda Broyles - December 18, 2019 at 04:13 PM

“

I loved Joy Rhea's beautiful smile and she will be missed. What a good sweet
woman and God is fortunate to have her as one of His Angels now.

Rebecca Hughes - December 18, 2019 at 03:34 PM

“

Kay, I was sorry to read of your Mothers passing. I have you and your Dad and
Family in my Prayers.
In Christ,
Kathy ( Price) Etris.

Kathy Etris - December 18, 2019 at 12:13 AM

“

A beautiful lady with a warm hug and a wonderful smile. I had such fond memories of
her always seeking me out when I came home to visit. I will miss her.
Dianne (Miller) Pratt

Dianne Pratt - December 17, 2019 at 09:23 PM

“

Our Deepest Sympathy for the family. Joy Rhea was such a sweet lady. She always
made me smile.
Tom and Pam McCoy

Pam McCoy - December 17, 2019 at 07:14 PM

“

Laquita Smith lit a candle in memory of Joy Rhea Slatton

Laquita Smith - December 17, 2019 at 01:59 PM

“

She was truly a lady that will be missed by all that knew her.

Phyllis Craig - December 17, 2019 at 06:43 AM

“

Deepest sympathies to her family! Wonderful lady always with a smile.

Gail Hyde Riley - December 16, 2019 at 11:32 PM

“

Jenny Arnold lit a candle in memory of Joy Rhea Slatton

Jenny Arnold - December 16, 2019 at 10:02 PM

“

When I married and moved to Pisgah, l met Joy Rhea and she was so kind and she
made me feel right at home. She was so easy to talk to and we bonded and became
friends right away. She wanted to give me a surprise shower when I was expecting
Brent and she told me mother in law what ever she did not to tell me. I arrived in
curlers and shorts. I was surprised and she made me feel comfortable even though I
was not dressed like everyone else. So many good memories. She was a very
special lady that all who knew her loved her. She will be so missed. Prayers for
peace and comfort in the difficult days ahead.

Margaret Watts - December 16, 2019 at 09:52 PM

“

Sending my sincere sympathy to the family . Praying for comfort and peace .

Janet Lay ONeal - December 16, 2019 at 09:45 PM

“

Janet Nichols lit a candle in memory of Joy Rhea Slatton

Janet nichols - December 16, 2019 at 08:49 PM

“

When we moved to Pisgah in 1968 from Dallas. We were met with a great resource
of kids. Kenny, Kay, Peggy, Oscar was in Vietnam. The Rhodes girls & Pam
Marshall. We road the bus to school. My favorite memory was summer. We would go
to the Slatton house where Joy Rae cooked us food. It was wonderful & all my life I
tried to create what she did without a recipe. Some I mastered most I could not. She
was so good to me. I have great memories at their home. Regretfully
I cannot attend the services. Just know your mother has always been in my heart, my
mind & a very good person to me. She will not be forgotten.

margaret wingfield - December 16, 2019 at 08:29 PM

“

Mrs Joy Rhea was such a wonderful person & Lady!!! Always enjoyed being around
her!!

Donna Dixon - December 16, 2019 at 08:02 PM

“

Special and elegant Lady

Rhonda - December 16, 2019 at 07:56 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Joy Rhea Slatton.

December 16, 2019 at 05:57 PM

“

I will remember always the moment when Shannon and Dave Schwartz were
pronounced married. Joy Rhea turned to me and said “ Why Sheila, we’re truly family
now”. She always treated us as family and we all loved her. Rest In Peace, Joy
Rhea.

Sheila Schwartz - December 16, 2019 at 04:56 PM

“

Sorry for your loss, She was a wonderful girl... God be with the family during your
time of sorrow... Jenada McCain Bloomfield, Ellis\

Jenada Ellis - December 16, 2019 at 03:08 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Joy Rhea Slatton.

December 16, 2019 at 02:02 PM

